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1
Introduction

This SEFS report comes after another two years of growth for the SEFS programme. 2007/8 was considered a bumper year for SEFS with in excess of 180 students on the programme.  Currently, there are 202 students registered on the SEFS/ISEFS programmes.

I would like to say thank you to al l the module tutors, link tutors, admission tutors and departmental administrators that have helped Julie and I this year.  I would also like to say thank you to the academic registry who have been patient whilst Julie and I have got to grips with various systems.  Finally, on a personal note, I would like to say thanks to Julie Reay, without whom the programme would simply not run.

2
Session 2007/8

In the 2007/8 session, in addition to the new SEFS cohort, there were 15 students resitting the year (13 as a second attempt, 2 as a first attempt) and three ISEFS students. 

Of the 172 new students (includes transfers) who were registered on the SEFS/ISEFS programmes, 55 passed in June.  50 took resit examinations and coursework during SAP and progressed to departments in September. Of the remaining 67 students, 13 are resitting during the 2008/9 session and two students on leave of absence are sitting the year as a first attempt. 15 students withdrew before completing the course, 11 transferred to other universities and 14 failed after resitting.  1 student had studies terminated for non-attendance and 11 students did not register for resits

Of the 15 resitting students from the 2006/7 session,  1 student progressed to her department, 8 students failed their resit examinations and their studies were terminated, 3 students had their studies terminated for non attendance, 2 withdrew and one permitted repeat assessment student has failed to register for resit.

2 students (one national and one international) were awarded a bursary for outstanding achievement by their new department (Electrical and Electronic Engineering)

The distribution of successful candidates to departments together with analogous data from previous cohorts are summarised in the Appendix. Together with a summary of attainment versus both A level score and attendance.

This year measures were undertaken to remove students with poor attendance using the regulations for failure to engage. This procedure involved monitoring attendance carefully and forwarding letters to both home and term time address.  Letters were followed up by meetings with both SEFS Programme Director and Personal Tutor. In this way, the studies of 4 students were terminated. It is noteworthy that few of the remaining 14 students who received letters mended their ways and failure could have been predicted as early as week 4.  However, the termination of studies procedure could not be instigated without some input from personal tutors/departments in 07/08.

The SEFS management committee met twice during the 2007/8 period and various discussions were undertaken during the year in the International Foundation Group committee regarding the new partnership with the college.  It is likely that the 2008/9 year will be the last internal ISEFS cohort..

3 
2008/2009 Cohort 

The number of students on the Programme is currently 202, including 15 returning students either resitting or resuming their studies, and 6 ISEFS students.  

	Department 
	SEFS
	ISEFS

	Aeronautical and Automotive
	9 (+1)
	

	Chemical Engineering
	6 (+2)
	

	Civil and Building Engineering
	1
	

	Electrical and Electronic Engineering
	26 (+1)
	1

	Wolfson School
	79 (+5)  
	4

	Total Engineering
	130
	5

	Chemistry
	17 (+3)
	

	Computer Science
	8
	

	IPTME
	3
	

	School of Mathematical Sciences
	10 (+1)
	1

	Physics
	21 (+2)
	

	Total Science Faculty
	65
	1

	Other (Design and Tech)
	1
	



Numbers in brackets represent returning students. 

Various meetings have been undertaken with SEFS Links Tutors, Admissions Tutors, Admissions Office and the Registry in order to overcome issues raised during the 07/08 session such as students with no department, CCO problems, late applicants etc.  

Discussion Points for 2008/09 include

· Encouraging departments to raise admission criteria to a minimum of 160 points over two A levels or 180 points over three (or equivalent)

· Widening participation and alternative entry

· International Foundation Year partnership with Loughborough College.

· Bursaries/prizes for exceptional performance

· Personal tutoring and the termination of students studies for non-attendance.

· Reflecting on changes of 08/09 such as increasing progression criteria

· Managing the rise in SEFS numbers, possibly moving to quotas

Challenges facing the programme include:

· An increased number of attractive SEFS/ISEFS programmes elsewhere with bursaries, prizes, stand alone qualifications, graduation and progression criteria to other universities (including our own);

Feedback from Foundation Network Meeting

Followed feedback throughout the year and canvassing attitudes on SEFS students, the FYN meeting in Bristol was attended

Progression of SEFS students is in the mid to upper range of programmes nationally. Typically progression rates lie between 45 and 75% and rates for SEFS lie between 60 and 70%. 

The national picture shows that engaged foundation students (year 0) tend to perform equally as well as students that enter via year 1.  However, probably due to continuing external factors, the drop out and failure rates continue to be much higher.

Summary of the SEFS degree results since 1991 are given below for comparison with departmental pictures.
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Key:
O/C = still on course


TER = studies terminated


WITH = withdrawn.
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Appendix

Destination of SEFS Students

	Department 
	2007
	2006
	2005
	2004
	2003

	Aeronautical and Automotive
	7
	6
	6
	12
	9

	Chemical Engineering
	8
	4
	7
	3
	3

	Civil and Building Engineering
	2
	8
	12
	12
	9

	Electrical and Electronic Engineering
	8
	9
	13
	12
	14

	Wolfson School
	32 
	33
	45
	49
	52

	Total Engineering
	57
	60
	84
	88
	87

	Chemistry
	18
	24
	13
	3
	3

	Computer Science
	6
	3
	4
	4
	4

	IPTME
	6
	3
	3
	1
	

	School of Mathematical Sciences
	6 
	4
	
	
	

	Physics
	9
	1
	1
	2
	3

	Other 
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Science Faculty
	45
	35
	21
	10
	10

	Total Social Sciences
	3
	1
	
	1
	4
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Figure 1: Correlation of A level Point and Attendance.  

N.B.  Points on the y axis refer to students without A level qualifications.
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Figure 2:  Attendance versus attainment (SEFS cohort 2007/8)

