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1
Introduction

This is my first report as SEFS programme director, having taken up the post in August 2007.  My many thanks go to Les Mustoe and Jo Corlett who have not only built SEFS into a very successful programme, but have also been unerringly patient over the last few months. I would also like to thank colleagues, both academic and administrative, who have been immensely supportive during this changeover period.
2
Session 2006/7
In addition to the normal SEFS cohort (135) , the International SEFS programme also recruited students for the first time (10). 

Of the 145 candidates who entered the SEFS/ISEFS programmes, 46 passed in June.  49 took resit examinations and coursework during SAP and progressed to departments in September. One student transferred to the English Department.  Of the remaining 49 students, 13 are resitting during the 2007/8 session, two students on leave of absence are sitting the year as a first attempt and one remains on leave of absence. 18 students withdrew before completing the course and 15 failed after resitting.  
The distribution of successful candidates to departments together with analogous data from previous cohorts are summarised in the Appendix.
The SEFS management committee met twice during the 2006/7 period and various discussions were undertaken during the year regarding the introduction of the ATLES programme (see document Future Management of SEFS for further information).

3 Current Session

The number of students on the Programme is currently 182, including 15 returning students either resitting or resuming their studies, and 3 ISEFS students.  
	Department 
	SEFS
	ISEFS

	Aeronautical and Automotive
	10
	1

	Chemical Engineering
	11
	

	Civil and Building Engineering
	1 (+1)
	

	Electrical and Electronic Engineering
	10(+2)
	

	Wolfson School
	63(+8) 
	1

	Total Engineering
	106
	2

	Chemistry
	28(+2)
	

	Computer Science
	19(+2) 
	

	IPTME
	1
	

	School of Mathematical Sciences
	5
	1

	Physics
	15 
	

	Other 
	1
	

	Total Science Faculty
	73
	1


Numbers in brackets represent returning students.
Various meetings have been undertaken with SEFS Links Tutors, Admissions Tutors, Admissions Office and the Registry in order to overcome issues raised during the 06/07 session such as students with no department, CCO problems, late applicants etc.  It is likely that a number of changes will be implemented during next session after discussion at the SEFS Management Committee and appropriate fora. 
Discussion points include:
· Improved student involvement with their department e.g. through induction, personal tutoring, staff-student committee, student mentors;
· Introduction of bursaries and/or prizes for exceptional performance;
· Introduction of internal programme codes for HF19 students to associate students with courses from the outset and streamline ownership related issues.; 

· Criteria for English Language Modules for ISEFS students;
· Duties of the Link Tutor;
· Streamlining the Admissions Process and Course Transfers;

· Changes to optional and compulsory modules;

· Special Needs Related Issues.
Challenges facing the programme include:

· An increased number of attractive SEFS/ISEFS programmes elsewhere with bursaries, prizes, stand alone qualifications, graduation and progression criteria for entrance to other universities (including our own);
· Limits on the laboratory numbers;

· Sketchy provision to SEFS registered students;

· Mathematics and Learning/Communication Skills Teaching.

4
Recruitment

A number of changes to the admissions process have meant that no applications have yet been processed for the 07/08 session.

S.E. Dann

November 2007
Appendix

Destination of SEFS Students

	Department 
	2006
	2005
	2004
	2003
	2002

	Aeronautical and Automotive
	6
	6
	12
	9
	16

	Chemical Engineering
	4
	7
	3
	3
	2

	Civil and Building Engineering
	8
	12
	12
	9
	6

	Electrical and Electronic Engineering
	9
	13
	12
	14
	32

	Wolfson School
	33
	45
	49
	52
	65

	Total Engineering
	60
	84
	88
	87
	121

	Chemistry
	24
	13
	3
	3
	1

	Computer Science
	3
	4
	4
	4
	4

	IPTME
	3
	3
	1
	
	

	School of Mathematical Sciences
	4
	
	
	
	1

	Physics
	1
	1
	2
	3
	1

	Other 
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Science Faculty
	35
	21
	10
	10
	7

	Total Social Sciences
	1
	
	1
	4
	2


