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To: 
Prof R Thring, Prof RJ Wakeman, Prof A Thorpe, Prof JC Vardaxoglou, Prof RM Goodall. Prof P Warwick, Prof PWH Chung, Prof RA Haslam, Prof C Oppenheim, Prof Jon Binner, Prof RM Parkin.
Cc:
Dr K Peat, Prof CD Rielly, Ms A Temple, Ms H Newbold, Mrs J Brewin, Ms G Youngs, Prof D Parish, Ms R Lander, Dr D Whalley, Ms J Mason, Prof RCF Jones, Ms C Cook, Mr R Dawson, Ms J Poulton, Prof E Hogervorst, Ms H Relf, Prof C Oppenheim, Miss J Lennie, Prof JP Feather, Prof P Dickens, Prof P Golding, Mr AJ Westaway, Mr T Wolff, Dr JC Nutkins, Mr J Harper, Mrs FM Hannah, Dr JA Horne.
From:
Dr BP Vale
Subject: 
Important Change to Admission Process for International students – 


ATAS Scheme
Date: 
August 2007
You may be aware that for some time discussions have been underway at the FCO concerning the approval process for the admission of international students wishing to undertake postgraduate study on certain Masters and research degree programmes. 

I am writing to alert you to the scheme which has been approved for implementation with effect from 1 November 2007.The scheme requires international students applying for  research degree programmes and Masters programmes which are designated by specific JACS codes to obtain  an ATAS clearance certificate prior to applying for a visa. 

The relevant research degree programmes at this University are those offered within the Science and Engineering Faculty, with the exception of Psychology programmes in Human Sciences and all programmes in the Department of Information Science.

I am attaching for your information details of the scheme and the relevant JACS codes. This email refers only to arrangements for research degree programmes. Tawfiq Wolff will be confirming to Departments the arrangements for PGT programmes. 

In order for the student to apply for an ATAS clearance certificate we need to supply them with details of their research project and their JACS code in their offer letter.  In order to meet this requirement we shall need Departments to supply us with  information on their research project at the point the request for an  offer is made. I should emphasise that proposals may change on the student's arrival and we are not required to notify any changes to the FCO. I realise that it is not standard practice for many departments to have developed a detailed research proposal at this early stage, but the unequivocal advice from  the FCO is that if we do not supply the information the student will not receive a visa. I attach for your guidance examples of research proposals required by the FCO.

I would be grateful therefore if Departments could put in place mechanisms for providing this office with detailed research proposals for their international pgr students when the decision to make an offer is taken and the form passed to us,  for all students expected to apply for visas after 1 November 2007. It would be useful to know how departments intend to supply this information , whether via supervisors or Research Coordinators so that there can be no confusion as to the  accuracy of the project details.
Ideally we would wish to receive an electronic version of the project details which we can cut and paste onto the admissions system. Under the LUSI  PG admissions system, which will go live in October 2007, it should at some stage be possible to enable departments to input the details directly onto the admissions system and I would be grateful for departments' views on whether or not they would wish to do this rather than transmitting the information to us by email. I believe that direct entry of project details  onto LUSI at departmental level would be the most effective way of accomplishing this requirement. 

Please note that all current international students needing to renew their visas after 1 November 07 will also need to provide a statement of their research project to obtain an ATAS clearance certificate and so an agreed statement of their project will also be necessary.
Please contact me if you require further information or advice and I shall try to assist.

Dr Brigette Vale

Assistant Registrar

Research Student Office

Loughborough University 

01509 222036 

b.p.vale@lboro.ac.uk

_1014105493.doc
[image: image1.png]Memorandum “ Loughborough
University







